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Minnesota Public Health Association Resolution 

 

Emergency Preparedness to Protect Public Health 2010 

 

WHEREAS, in the United States and globally disasters and hazards disrupt hundreds of 

thousands of lives each year; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has identified emergency 

preparedness and response as a critical public health function;
 1

 and 

 

WHEREAS, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recommends citizens should 

be self-sufficient for at least three days for shelter, first aid, food, water, and sanitation; 
2
 and  

 

WHEREAS, The American Public Health Association (APHA) has developed the Get Ready 

campaign to educate all Americans about strategies to prepare themselves, their families, and 

their communities for all disasters and hazards;
3
 and  

 

WHEREAS, The Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) has developed a statewide all 

hazards emergency preparedness campaign, CodeReady.org, to educate the broader public with 

strategies to prepare for a major emergency;
4
 and 

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota has identified preparedness as an area of local public health 

responsibility and an essential activity; 
5
 and  

 

WHEREAS, Minnesota has established leadership within the Department of Health to 

coordinate emergency preparedness activities with local public health agencies and inform the 

public when these situations arise;
 6

 and  

 

WHEREAS, state and local public health agencies and collaborative partners have developed 

approaches that aim to improve public health preparedness response and reach culturally diverse 

communities throughout Minnesota.
7,8

 

 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Minnesota Public Health Association:  
 

1. Supports the emergency preparedness efforts that have been developed by MDH and 

APHA, and 

 

2. Encourages the State legislature to continue to develop legislation supporting emergency 

preparedness activities, and  

 

3. Supports funding for current and future statewide emergency preparedness efforts.  
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