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POLICY RESOLUTION 

 

IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON HEALTH 2015 

 

Statement of MPHA Position: Climate change is a public health problem that requires 

planning, policies, and actions to reduce harmful health and ecological impacts. 

 

WHEREAS, our state, country, and world are experiencing climate change that impacts health; 

and 

 

WHEREAS, climate hazards have affected Minnesota counties to varying degrees, including 

disaster declarations for flooding and drought
1
, and all counties have vulnerable populations, 

which may change and grow over time; and 

 

WHEREAS, populations that are already particularly vulnerable such as communities of color, 

the elderly, young children, and low-income populations, will bear the burden of negative health 

impacts of climate change
2,3

; and 

 

WHEREAS, atmospheric influences such as increases in greenhouse gas emissions, ambient 

temperatures, precipitation, and humidity cause disruptions in human environment that threaten 

the health and vitality of human communities
4
; and 

 

WHEREAS, state experts in climatology have identified several climate trends that affect 

Minnesota in particular, such as rising annual temperatures and more extreme precipitation 

patterns with more heavy rainfall from storm activity
4
; and 

 

WHEREAS, extreme precipitation patterns pose an economic threat to Minnesota’s agricultural 

sector and other industries that could impact food security; and 

 

WHEREAS, there is evidence that warmer weather leads to increased incidence of heat-related 

illnesses such as heat stroke, heat exhaustion, or even death, and greater incidence of vector-

borne diseases such as Lyme Disease
5
; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Minnesota Department of Health has been granted Building Resilience Against 

Climate Effects (BRACE) program funding from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

intended to help select states prepare for and adapt to climate and extreme weather events in 

order to lessen or prevent adverse health outcomes
4,6

; and 

 

WHEREAS, the prevention approach of public health is crucial to ensuring that climate change 

has a limited impact on public health and safety and ascertains that preparedness will remain a 

central focus in efforts working toward community resiliency in the face of climate change
7
. 

 

 

 

 



THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Minnesota Public Health Association 

 

1. Calls on policy makers and state leaders to comprehensively approach the ecological 

impacts of climate change on health, including the use of mitigation and adaptation 

strategies at the local and state levels; and 

 

2. Supports leadership by the Minnesota Department of Health, the University of Minnesota 

system schools, and other entities to study, analyze, provide data, and recommendations, 

training, technical assistance, and funding in support of efforts to address the negative 

impacts of climate change on state and local communities; and 

 

3. Encourages its partners and members to establish and strengthen plans and programs that 

involve their communities in using public health prevention strategies to mitigate and 

adapt to climate changes; and 

 

4. Pledges to help its members and other stakeholders readily access resources regarding 

climate change from credible sources, including the American Public Health Association 

and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as well as organizations named 

above. 
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